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above all else an active centre of the woollen and worsted
manufacture. Xonvich was pre-eminently a town of weavers;
and there were spinners and stocking knitters scattered over a
large part of the agricultural area. Wool, as well as wheat,
was a staple product of the county; but the great age of
Norfolk wheat-growing was not yet, much of the soil being too
light and sandy until it was improved by root-crops, drainage,
and agricultural enclosure.
Norwich being one of the principal cities of England, with
a population of about thirty-six thousand, excluding the
suburbs, we may pause here again to consider what it was like
nearly t\vo centuries ago. Situated ten miles from the sea as
the crow flies, and more than twice as far by the windings of the
River Yare, it was nevertheless a seaport, the Yare being kept
navigable right up to the town. This fact was of importance
for its industries, and above all for the worsted manufacture,
of which it was the principal centre, Norwich was a city of
craftsmen, who carried on their work mainly in long garrets,
above their houses, and were proud of their craft independence
in dealing \vith the rich merchant clothiers to whom they sold
their products. The woolcombers were another important
urban craft; and all the villages round the city were largely
engaged in spinning and preparing worsted yarn for the use
of the Norwich weavers.
Even in 1746, the predominance of the Norwich manufac-
turers was being threatened not merely by the developing use
of cottons, but still more by the rise of the cheaper woollen
and worsted manufactures of Yorkshire. For the Yorkshire-
men, using new methods and producing what contemporaries
denounced as goods of inferior quality, were already under-
cutting the Norwich craftsmen, and Norwich, unlike other
eighteenth-century industrial towns, was hardly increasing its
population at all. It remained, in 1746, a busy and flourishing
place; but it depended so exclusively on the worsted trade
as to be peculiarly vulnerable to the loss of its pre-eminence in
that branch of manufacture.
In other respects Norwich was a pleasant town, though not
a place of fashion. On weekdays, there were few people about
the streets; for all were busy within doors at their looms or